
A Mechanical craftsman was transferring an 85ft MEWP from one area of site 
to another via the works road in preparation of the next task. As the MEWP 
was travelling over a rail crossing, a combination of speed and uneven ground 
caused the basket to shake. This jolted the operator severely jarring his right 
shoulder.

At the time the operator thought no more about the incident but over the 
next 24 hours he suffered pain, and a strain to ligaments in his right arm was 
eventually diagnosed

The operator had limited experience of driving the MEWP. He had previously 
only driven the MEWP for about 4 hours in the previous 12 months.
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Due to the operator’s minimal time operating the MEWP, inexperience also played a part in this incident.

In this case the operator thankfully only suffered a minor injury, however the situation 
could have been much worse. This case once again highlights the importance of 
MEWP operators being thoroughly familiar with the machine they are using as well as 
having the correct training.
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To find out more about how we can help you with all your Work at Height needs; hiring, training 
or buying powered access visit our website www.accessrental-gulf.com

He was negotiating a bend in moderate winds with the MEWP travelling at half full speed. The crossing was
in relatively poor condition and the combination of speed and road conditions triggered the MEWP tilt sensor 
and brought it to an immediate stop.


